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NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF CAREER COLLEGES 

L’ASSOCIATION NATIONALE DES COLLEGES DE CARRIERES 

 

MINUTES of the Annual General Meeting of Members of the National Association of Career Colleges / 

L’Association nationale des collèges de carrières, held in Ottawa on the 4th day of December 2020 via 

Zoom. 

 

Present: 

Adrian Sharma, Cestar College of Business, Health and Technology 

Ali Noori, Greystone College 

Alison Cuvier, Nimbus School of Recording and Media 

Ann Knowlton, Crossroads Truck & Career Academy 

Aoife Berkery, ILSC Greystone College 

Audrey Brattberg, Academy of Learning Red Deer 

Babita Gupta, Thompson Career College 

Belinda Loschiavo, Robertson College 

Carlos Carvalho, CTS Canadian Career College 

Carmen Valero, Canadian College of Educators 

Cheryl Harrison, MC College 

Cheryl Russell, PORTLAND 

Christel MacALoney, Futureworx  

Clinton Friesen, Willis College 

Coryne Yacucha, Academy of Learning 

Craig McDonald, Metalworks Institute 

Craig Tucker, Keyin College 

Cynthia Lidster, Atlantic College of Applied Health Science 

Daisy Nicolas, Best Care Academy 

Dale Ritchie, McKenzie College 

Dave McCormick, Herzing College 

Dean Tremain, Canadian Business College 

Delores Lawrence, NHI Nursing & Home Health Care Inc. 

Des Soye, Algonquin Careers Academy 

Dyson Wells, Career Colleges Ontario 

Ed Stavnitzky, Edge Academy 

Emidio D'Alfonso, Medix College / North American Trade Schools 

George Hood - Co-Host, Herzing College 

Grace Pyo, Greystone College 

Gurpreet Kahlon, Clarkridge Career Institute 

James Connery, Louis Riel Vocational College 

Jeremy Nichols, Commercial Safety College 

Joe Cairo, MC College 

Josefa Geronimo, Hamilton Institute for Health Personnel 
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JP Roszell, Anderson College 

Junaid Bhatti, Canadian College of Healthcare 

Lane Clark, Canadian College 

Lisa Lovelady, Academy Canada 

Lois McNestry, Discovery Community College 

Lonnie Croal, Canadian Criminal Justice Academy 

Lori MacMullin, Center for Distance Education  

Mareya Salazar, Chaleur College  

Maria Morales, Tricare Academy 

Marilou Cafa, Canadian CareAcademy Inc. 

Mark O'Shaughnessy, Institute of Technical Trades 

Marwan Al-Shalabi, Evergreen College - Mississauga Campus 

Michael McAllister - Co-Host, Herzing College 

Mohammad Lasker, East West College 

Peter Dykstra, Career College Group 

Rose Elia, Anderson College 

Selena McConnell, Canadian Imperial College 

Stuart Bentley - Co-Host, triOS College 

Sunita Vyas, Academy of Learning 

Susan Brattberg, Digital School 

Susan Menzies, Algonquin Careers Academy 

Tim Ogilvie, CDI College and Reeves College 

Vanessa Sarges AZDM INC, Canadian SciTech College 

Victor Tesan, Sprott Shaw College 

 

Non-Voting: 

Denis Sabourin, CEO NACC 

Dana Archer, NACC Staff  

Debbie Archer, NACC Staff  

Alex Carberry, NACC Staff 

Rob Leone, Guest 

Chris Conway, CEO CCO 

Theresa Sabo, Non-Member 

 

 

1. Call to Order 

 

The meeting was called to order at 1:00 p.m. EST by George Hood, Chair. Quorum 

confirmed.  

 

2. Approval of the Agenda 

 

George Hood, Chair asked to move to vote on the acceptance of the agenda 

circulated in advance.   
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On motion duly made by Ed Stavnitzky, Edge Academy, seconded by Adrian Sharma, Cestar College 

and duly carried, the following resolution was passed unanimously: 

 

RESOLVED THAT the Agenda be approved as presented. 

 

3. Approval of the Minutes from the 2019 AGM Minutes 

 

The minutes from the 2019 AGM had been circulated prior to the meeting.  

 

On motion duly made by Adrian Sharma, Cestar College, seconded by Carmen Valero, Canadian 

College of Educators and duly carried, the following resolution was passed unanimously: 

 

RESOLVED THAT the minutes of November 8th, 2019, AGM be approved. 

 

4. Greeting from Federal Minister of Labour, Filomena Tassi 

 

Denis Sabourin, CEO, introduced a recorded greeting from Federal Minister of Labour, Filomena 

Tassi.  The Minister spoke of Covid-19 and how the environment made us all reassess our roles and 

thanked the NACC and the PCC sector for being there to help in the transition.    

 

5. Chairman’s Address, George Hood 

 

George spoke about the past year and how the pandemic affected all our activities. He spoke on the 

different files that were worked on this year including: 

 Government relations 

 Instructor Development Day 

 Instructor Development Program 

 Health Care 

 New International Member 

 

George took a moment to recognize all of the Board Members for their contribution to all of our 

activities and their time put towards our goals this year. With the conversion to video meetings, the 

Board met more this year than when meetings were held in person.   

 

He thanked all of the various committee members that volunteer their time in areas of curriculum 

development, finance and governance and government relations to name a few.  

 

Finally, he thanked the staff and outlined what their various jobs entailed.  

 

6. Government Relations Activity 

 

Rob Leone, Principal at Earnscliffe made a presentation on activities on the PGWP over the past six 

months and how the toolkit was developed to help with lobby efforts by member colleges.   
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7. CEO’s Address 
 
Denis Sabourin provided his address on the activities of the past year. Including thanks to all the 

colleges who provided training to health care workers during this difficult time. Other topics he spoke 

on included: 

 

 Moving to a virtual office 

 Greater interest in the PSW program 

 Home Support Worker (HSW) launch 

 Lobby efforts  

 Addition to government advisory groups 

 2021 - 125th Anniversary 

 Career Connections Magazine 

 

8. Election of Directors-at-Large 
 
Dr. Michael McAllister, Vice Chair of NACC reviewed the process of the electronic voting for this 

year’s election.  He indicated that the Chair of the Nomination Committee, Jeremy Nichols provided 

the two names of the Director-at-large positions who included Sunita Vyas and Grace Pyo.  

 

Michael indicated that we are also taking nomination from the floor and the process to do so.  

 

Stuart Bentley nominated Adrian Sharma, Cestar College, seconded by Ed Stavinzky, Edge Academy. 

Adrian accepts the nomination. 

 

With no other nominations from the floor, the nominations are closed.  

 

Candidates each make a 1-minute speech on their ability to fulfill the role. 

 

Electronic weighted voting ballots are sent to all members to place their votes. Results to follow at 

the end of the financial presentation.  

 

9. Financial Reports 

 

Stuart Bentley, Treasurer presents the 2019 Audited Financial Statements.  Highlights include: 

 

Balance Sheet: 

 Cash, investments, and accounts receivables are higher than previous year 

 Accounts payable and overall liabilities are higher than previous years due to HST timing 

It was also noted that the finance and government committee review all taxes paid each month as 

part of good governance practices.  

 

 Excess of revenue over expenses of $77K 

 Sizable increase of $75K in net assets 

Cash and investments are more than adequate to cover 2020 and 2021 operating costs based on 

current revenue and cost estimates. 
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Revenue and Expenditures: 

 

 Revenues increase through curriculum fees, instructor workshops, PSW exams, management 

academy and college audits 

 Revenue decreased in membership and conference sponsorship due to Covid-19 

 Expenditures were slightly lower than the previous year which included reduction in member 

services and increase in office administration because of hiring a new CEO on staff rather 

than contract as was the previous CEO 

 

Resulting in a strong year financially.  Other things to note: 

 

 No significant risk due to large customers, interest rate changes or market risk 

 No leased premises obligation as of June 2020 

 

Electronic voting took place: 

 

On motion duly made by Adrian Sharma, Cestar College, seconded by James Connery, Louis Riel 

College, and duly carried, the following resolution was passed at 90%, 10% abstained: 

 

RESOLVED THAT the Audited Financial Statements for 2019 be approved as presented. 

 

On motion duly made by Cynthia Lidster, Atlantic College of Applied Health Science, seconded by Ed 

Stavintzky, Edge Academy that the following resolution was passed at 91%, 9% abstained: 

 

RESOLVED THAT the Auditors of Parker Prins Lebano Chartered Professional Corporation be 

appointed auditors for the year ending December 31, 2020.  

 

 

Stuart shares some general comments: 

 

 Pandemic resulted in significant changes to the operations of NACC 

 Moved to virtual office 

 Cost reductions in operations to size vs. anticipated revenue 

 Quarterly budgeting process implemented 

 In-person meetings moved virtual 

 In-person Instructor Development Day moved to virtual 

 New Director of Education hired mid-way through the year 

 Extensive work on new programs and improving existing PSW program 

 Accessed Government funding and Canada Emergency Wage Subsidy 

 Working on effectively breakeven budget for the year 

 

Special thanks to the staff, Denis, Debbie, Alex, Holly and Dana for their contributions. 
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Election results: 

 

Grace Pyo and Adrian Sharma elected for Director-At-Large position for 2021. 

  

 

10. Ratification of Board Activities 

 

On motion duly made by Dale Ritchie, McKenzie College, seconded by Grace Pyo, Greystone College, 

and duly carried, the following resolution was passed unanimously: 

 

RESOLVED THAT the actions of the Board of Directors in 2020 be ratified by the members. 

 

11. Motion to Adjourn 

 

There being no further business to come before the meeting, on motion duly made by JP Roszell, 

Anderson College, seconded by Carlos Carvalho, CTS Career College and duly carried, at 13:02 p.m. 

EST, the meeting adjourned.  
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